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H ERMAN BELL, currently imprisoned in 

N.Y. State’s Eastern Correctional Facil- 
ity, reports that his most recent appeal to 
overturn his 1973 conviction has been rejected. 
He plans to submit another appeal in Federal 
District Court as soon as this is possible. *** In 
an atmosphere where prison rules are, degree 
by degree, getting increasingly vindictive (“no 
winter hats allowed, despite the freezing corri- 
dors”). Herman says he tries to avoid discipli- 
nary action. *** He reports that he’s a laundry 
porter in the morning and a gym porter in the 
afternoon and in between these jobs, “I have 
time to read, write and work out, and to be by 
myself—a lot of which | seem to require nowa- 
days.” *** “| belong to a ‘lifer’s’ group and 
coach and play football; will play one more 
season.” *** Herman is planning “to write an 
article on Fred ‘Ahmed’Evans, a Black national- 
ist of the 1960’s from Cleveland, Ohio, who 
was imprisoned for his political work in the 
community. He died in prison around ‘79 and 
no one took notice in the progressive commu- 
nity. Evans and his comrades were urban 
guerrillas in Cleveland even before the Pan- 
thers. It’s unforgivable that Evans died and 
practically no one took notice.” 


a 
ELEGGUA OSUN ELUFE, incarcerated in N.Y. 
State’s Eastern Correctional Facility, reports 
that he has appealed last September’s deci- 
sion by the Parole Board not to grant him a pa- 
role. *** In addition to his being assigned to a 
job as a counselor in the prison’s “violence 
program,” Eleggua is active in P.A.C.E., an 
AID’s education program, “and,” he says, “l 
teach a legal and cultural class.” *** He reports 
that this past January the prison’s water sys- 
tem became contaminated with E-Coli bacteria; 
Eleggua and several other prisoners became ill 


and he is ready to join in a legal action in the 
matter. 


+++ 
SUNDIATA ACOLI writes from Leavenworth 
that on 12/15/93: “After a 20-minute telephone 
hearing, the N.J. Parole Board gave me a 20- 
year hit. The Board made a strong recommen- 
dation that | engage in long-term psychological 
counseling to address the motivation of my 
‘antisocial behavior so that | eventually may 
have a peaceful and law-abiding existence 
within the existing governmental structure of 
the U.S.” *** Sundiata’s prison job is as a cell 
block janitor and he participates in activities of 
the Afrikan Culture Society and the Art Shop. 
He occasionally writes articles for political pub- 
lications. *** Sundiata says he seems to be in 
fairly good physical shape—he plays racquet 
ball—and, he adds, his t.b. apparently is in 
remission. 


set a a 
JUAN E. SEGARRA PALMER, (Papo) writes 
from USP Atlanta. He was moved there from 
Marianna in 1992. He is “awaiting parole eligi- 
bility.” *** He has a job in UNICOR as produc- 
tion clerk in the mattress factory and he partici- 
pates in the prison’s NAACP branch and the 
Club Latino. *** “I am involved,” he writes, “in a 
‘slow-down program.” *** Under “new ven- 
tures” Papo lists, “Doing centering prayer.” *** 
As for health problems, he writes; “the usual, 
my lower back, no real treatment.” *** “My 
mother, Noemi, died on February 2, at the age 
of 79, following a cancer operation and chemo- 
therapy. God Bless her. May she rest in 
peace. | pray for my father now.” 


+ 


JOSE MAMZA SALDAÑA reports that he has 
recently been moved to New York’s Auburn 
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Correctional Facility and adds, “I am scheduled 
for a parole hearing in 2013.” In his present job 
assignment he is a teacher's aid in the drafting 
shop. *** “I teach a class on Afrikan Culture 
sponsored by a prisoners’ organization called 
Caribbean/Afrikan Unity.” *** “I’m working with 
a small group of revolutionary-conscious pris- 
oners toward resurrecting the revolutionary 
prison movement.” *** “Throughout the more 
than 15 years of my incarceration my wife and 
children have been ‘with me’.” 


+++ 
LAURA WHITEHORN writes, “A year-and-a- 
half ago after a women’s demo at Lexington 
against police brutality, | was moved here to 
FCI Marianna. | lost good time, but it should be 
restored this year. | will be eligible to go to the 
parole board later this year.” *** “New rules are 
always being invoked in Marianna—every day! 
That's the rule. Right now the ‘new phone 
system is very restrictive, both because it’s ex- 
pensive and because we only can call certain 
pre-approved phone numbers.” *** “| am an 
orderly in my unit. There are practically no jobs 
here, really, except for UNICOR, which | don’t 
choose to work for.” *** “I’m involved in an 
AIDS awareness group.” *** “I draw; | try to fig- 
ure out ways to use graphics to participate in 
activities on the outside.” 


+++ 
TOM MANNING writes from Marion FCI that “a 
civil action is pending against New Jersey 
State Prison for [holding me] for nearly four 
years in a control unit only because of political 
beliefs and associations. Am developing a 
similar suit against the BOP for being held here 
at Marion for the same reasons.” *** “I refuse to 
do pro-military work and am told that’s the only 
way | can get transferred out of Marion to any 
of the less restrictive prisons.” *** “| am suffer- 
ing from degenerative arthritis in my left hip 
resulting from a beating | received while being 
held in Virginia after my capture in 1985.” *** 
“My mother passed away in November, ‘93.” 


tee 
DAVID GILBERT writes from New York State’s 


Great Meadows Correctional Facility that there 
are “incrementally increasing petty hassles and 
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restrictions reflecting the present political cli- 
mate. There was some recent notoriety after 
the release of a ‘Rodney King’-style video of 
guards clubbing a handcuffed prisoner.” *** “In 
budgetary matters, shifting school groups from 
18 to 30 students per teacher will likely lead to 
educational chaos, since rooms only hold 20.” 
*** David works on prison assignment as a 
teacher's aid in adult basic education. *** “I’m a 
facilitator for the HIV mutual support group and 
I've submitted a new proposal to have a train- 
ing program for prisoner peer counselors on 
AIDS.” *** “I’m writing a bi-weekly book review 
column for a radical arts (outside) paper.” 


++ 
HANIF BEY writes from USP Lewisburg where 
he arrived last September from Marion: “I am 
not eligible for parole until 2053.” *** “My prison 
work is on the trash detail.” *** “| participate in 
NAACP activities and recently | have written 
and played in two short skits.” *** “My mail is 
being systematically withheld. It is taking me 11 
days to receive a letter from the Virgin Islands 
and normally it takes 4 days for a letter to ar- 
rive from there.” *** “My family is holding on 
and keeping the faith.” 


+++ 
MALIKI SHAKUR LATINE writes from Clinton 
Correctional Facility in Dannemora, NY: “The 
prosecutor has appealed to the Second Circuit 
from the District Court’s granting my habeas 
corpus and reversal of my conviction” *** 
Maliki, who has a job as a bathhouse porter, 
Says that his request for "meaningful work” has 
been denied “due to my security status.” *** “| 
serve as an Islamic Studies instructor and a 
health and fitness instructor.” 


a a a 

MARILYN BUCK reports from Marianna FCI: “I 
am eligible to go before the parole board but | 
will wait until others with less ‘offensive’ case 
jackets go. Mine is a worst case scenario.” *** 
“I'm seeking transfer to Pleasanton, CA, to be 
closer to my family.” *** “There are no major 
new rules, but there is a slow erosion, a nar- 
rowing, of privileges.” *** “I work as a leisure 
librarian and | teach a Spanish class along with 
a Bolivian woman prisoner. | finished teaching 
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a reading/writing skills improvement class.” *** 
“| am taking college courses (psychology; cul- 
tural geography), and | am working on translat- 
ing a book of conversations between two for- 
mer Tupamaro political prisoners about their 11 
years of isolation in the military dungeons of 
Uruguay.” *** “The institutional racism deepens 
here every day. It’s a struggle, given that there 
are few Black officials here to at least slow it 
down. We were denied with rabidity seeing 
‘Malcolm X.’ Black History month has been 
more organized this year, however, and is 
making a few small dents; but each effort is a 
major one against the KKK mentality.” 


+++ 
MAROON (RUSSELL SHOATS), writes from 
S.C.I. Dallas, PA.: “I was moved here from 
Leavenworth in June, 1991. I’m serving two 
separate natural life sentences as well as four 
shorter sentences—all to be served consecu- 
tively. | have been staffed for a special lock- 
down unit in Greene County, PA., because of 
my prior political activities. I’m no longer permit- 
ted to receive books in the mail other than legal 
and religious books, and I’m not able to work 
because of my 23- hour-a-day lockdown 
Status, and | can’t participate in any sports, art 
or study programs. I’m involved in various 
courts with litigating these restrictions.” 


++ 
EDDIE HATCHER, who has been moved four 
times since his conviction in 1988, writes from 
North Carolina’s Hoke Correctional Institution 
where he’s been since spring, ‘93: “I’ve been 
denied parole 4 times. I’ve had two write-ups 
in the last 9 months, but the last one was dis- 
missed by the superintendent because of vio- 
lations by the staff. I’m no longer permitted to 
give legal assistance to other prisoners, and 
new disciplinary rules have been enacted this 
month, with stiffer penalties.” *** “I’m librarian 
for my unit, and | am organizing in area book- 
stores for donations of books.” *** “| participate 
in AIDS education.” *** “| work on a newsletter 
which is distributed state wide when funds 
permit; | am trying to gain backing for this 
newsletter which is designed to inform the 
general public about crime and prison issues.” 
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*** “The stress of my case continues to take its 
toll, especially on my mother.” 


+++ 
BASHIR HAMEED writes from Wende C.F. in 
Alden, NY. where he landed in April, ‘93,[after 
Shawangunk, Dannemora and Auburn] “after 
having had a hearing on the Batson issue (i.e., 
removal of Blacks from the jury). We have 
another appeal due to be filed this month.” *** 
“| am recreation yard porter and am limited to 
my present job status for supposed security 
reasons.” *** “| am a member of the Islamic 
Community and the African Cultural Awareness 
program.” *** “All is fine with my family, Al- 
Lumdu Allah!” 


+++ 
SUSAN ROSENBERG writes that her present 
job assignment at Marianna FCI is as a psy- 
chology clerk. *** “I am a member of an AIDS 
awareness education program and am enrolled 
in a University of lowa correspondence pro- 
gram in writing.” *** “In 1993 | won a 2™ place 
award in a competition for short fiction spon- 
sored by PEN, [a national literary organization] 
as part of its prison writing program.” *** “My 
father died this past August. My mother and | 
are recovering.” 


+++ 
RAYMOND LUC LEVASSEUR from U.S.P. 
Marion predicts that “Marion’s mission is soon 
moving to Florence, Colorado—my guess is 
three to five months.” *** “I have no appeals, 
nothing legal pending. Parole eligibility: 1994--I 
don’t intend to apply at this time.” *** On new 
prison rules: “They make them up as they go 
along.” *** On prison employment: 
“Unemployed.” *** “For prisoners in my cate- 
gory organized activity is not allowed. | make 
new friends and keep the old, one is silver and 
the other is gold.” *** “| haven’t been able to 
touch my kids in 4 years and two months—but, 
| hope to see them in April.” 


+++ 
JAAN LAAMAN reports from Leavenworth: “As 
things presently stand, | am not eligible for pa- 
role until 2018.” *** “In the past two years they 
have been tightening up this kamp. More se- 
curity, restricted movement within the context 
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of an open population maximum security 
prison.” *** “I’m a mechanic in the laundry.” *** 
“| take college courses—part time; usually two 
courses per semester.” *** “As a captured 
combatant, of course, | maintain a daily exer- 
cise routine and make study/writing/teaching 
efforts. | write on political topics for various 
publications in the U.S. and abroad. | am al- 
ways trying to learn and teach all those things 
we need to know and do to bring about a new 
day of justice, freedom and socialism.” *** “I 
have no health problems but getting old—ha, 
ha!” *** “My father just had his stomach re- 
moved due to cancer—he is out of the hospital 
now. My son Ricky is having serious problems 
in school, attitude-wise especially—he’s in i 
grade.” *** “A warm Red hug to all the rades!” 


+++ 
RANJIT SINGH GILL and SUKHMINDER 
SINGH SANDHU, Sikh natives of Punjab, India, 
who were convicted in Indian courts of of- 
fenses with political and religious overtones, 
have written to “This Just In...” from MCC, N.Y. 
City, where they have been held for nearly 7 
years fo!lowing their flight to the U.S., to apply 
for political asylum. The Indian government 
has been, and is, requesting their extradition. 
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Gill and Sandhu enclosed a statement from 
their attorneys, William Kunstler, Mary Pike and 
Ronald Kuby, which declares, in part: “If [our] 
clients are returned to India, whether by way of 
extradition or deportation, they face torture and 
extrajudicial execution at the hands of govern- 
ment security forces.” The statement declares 
that “[We] fear that should [our] clients be re- 
turned to India, they will be persecuted on the 
basis of their religious and political beliefs and 
that they will be subjected to treatment antipa- 
thetic to common standards of decency.” The 
lawyers point out that, “Amnesty International 
intervened in the proceedings on the basis of 


these precise concems.” 
TF 


ALEJANDRINA TORRES, we hear, has been 
moved to the federal prison at Danbury, Con- 
necticut 

tkt 


EDWIN CORTES, we hear, was moved from 
Lewæburg to Leavenworth and then to Terre 
Haute, Indiana (PO Box 33, Terre Haute, IN 
47808) 
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KALONJI JAHAAD writes from Indiana State Prison where va et 

been confined since 1989 and am doing an 80 year sentence. 1 

have been confined in segregation for de last nine years." As 
a prisoner in indefinite isolation, under administrative 


segregation, Kalonji says he 


has no prison job 


assignment."i’m involved in People’s Organization for Freedom 
and am at de stage in my life to write pamphlets and books, 
need a little assistance to draft my pieces and help to ie 
publish de material. ** "Always bacteria in de food," Kalonji 
reports. "Have to take antibiotics sometimes." ** Pont tc 
have real solidarity [with my family], See family about once 


every two or three years. 
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BELOW IS A LIST OF PRISONERS WHOSE MAIL WAS RETURNED TO US 


Carlos Perez Africa *** Charles Sim Africa *** Delbert Orr Africa *** Edward Goodman Africa 


week 


William Phillips Africa *** Alberto Aranda (RELEASED) *** Tim Blunk *** Mark Cook *** Standing 
Deer *** Larry Giddings *** Teddy Jah Heath *** Alvaro L. Hernandez (PAROLED) *** Sekou 
Cinque T.M. Kambui *** Larry Morlan *** Tarik Kwese Nkrumah *** Richard Picariello ; 
(RELEASED) *** Hugo A. Dahariki Pinell *** Ahmad Abdur Rahman (RELEASED) *** Kojo Bomani 


Sababu *** Donald Taylor (DECEASED / 


Comments or questions about This Just In will be welcomed. 


